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 GENERAL INTRODUCTION, OWNERSHIP AND LANDUSE HISTORY. 
Laragh East consists of one forestry block established in 1962 comprising of 38.7ha. All 

of the first rotation has been felled in years 2003 and 2007 and is now restocked except 

for two small blocks designated as LTR. The original planting was mainly SS and 

square blocks of JL. This has been replaced with a SS/JL 80:20 mix to provide a softer 

landscape. A small strip of broadleaves were planted along the public road edge. All 

operations to date have been in compliance with Forest Service standards. 

 

Laragh East were acquired from     in early 1999. The 

neighbouring land use is plantation forestry and hill grazing in equal proportions.   

 

Elevation 
Ranges between 420m and 580m 
 
Statutory Land Designations 
The forest is located in at the bottom of Glenmacnass which is a highly scenic area 

within the Wicklow mountains SAC. The R115 minor public road runs up the Glen to the 

Glenmacnass Waterfall at the head of the glen. History implies this is an old military 

road. Glenmacnass river runs the length of the Glen.  

 
Water/Fisheries Sensitivities: 
Laragh East MU lies within the water catchments of Avoca, Dargle, Newcastle and 

Vartry. 

 

Margaritifera 
Laragh East is within Catchments of other extant populations. 

 

Old Woodland Sites (OWS): 
There is no OWS/potential OWS in the Laragh East MU. 

 

Archaeology/Historical/Cultural:  
There are no archaeology features in properties within the Laragh East MU. 

 SOIL TYPES. 
Shallow podzol with granite bedrock. 

           SUMMARY OF THE LANDSCAPE VALUE OF THE FOREST. 
High Landscape Sensitivity. Glenmacnass has high scenic value from a tourism 

perspective and three national designations relating to wildlife protection exist on the 

open hill above the form. 
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Wicklow County Council has characterised the central mountain area as an Areas of 

Outstanding Natural Beauty and rated it Very High. These areas are regarded as being 

under severe development pressure during the recent economic prosperity. 

 

Glenmacnass is sparsely populated but would received high tourist traffic during 

seasonal periods. No direct viewpoints exists of Laragh Forest other than from the forest 

roads/ forest walks in the opposite Coillte forestry 

 

The surrounding land is plantation forestry and impoverished sheep grazing.  

 

Second rotation restocking was completed in 2008. Species selection at the time was in 

accordance with Forest Service best practice with consultation to all statutory 

stakeholders as part of the felling licence approval. 

 

Future restocking species will be readdressed prior to next felling.  

 

 MANAGEMENT OBJECTIVES. 
 

1) To maximise economic output from the forest at local and national level. 

2) To manage FMU in accordance with the principals of the Forest Stewardship 

Council® (FSC®) and international benchmarks of the Programme for the 

Endorsement of Forest Certification Schemes (PEFC). 

3) To manage timber production in a sustainable way.  

4) To maintain and enhance the landscape value of the forest. 

5) To protect existing biodiversity and where opportunities arise enhance and further 

promote new biodiversity. 

6) To manage forest activities with due regard to local, regional and national 

stakeholder interests. 

7) To promote continuous professional development at management level. 
(IForUTs FSC licence code: FSC-C003194)  

 
 
 
  








