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 GENERAL INTRODUCTION, OWNERSHIP AND LANDUSE HISTORY. 
 

Mosstown comprises of 41.3 ha. Historically the current IForUT land holding was part of 

the Mosstown Demesne. The forest was acquired by    from 

the     

 

This plantation was originally acquired by     and then 
transferred to IForUT in early 1999. 
 
Elevation 
Elevation ranges from 66m to 77m 

 

Statutory Land Designations 
The Royal Canal which forms the western boundary is a designated NHA. The canal is 

currently over grown but is being brought into management for navigation purposes. 

The forest has parts of an old estate wall, lime kiln, and folly and drained pond. 
 

Water/Fisheries Sensitivities: 
The Mosstown MU is within the Camlin/Rinn, Hind/Lough Ree and Inny subcatchments. 

 

Margaritifera 
There are no sites within Margaritifera sensitive areas in the Mosstown MU. 

 

Old Woodland Sites (OWS): 
16.8ha (41%) of the forest area is plantation on old woodland site (OWS), based on the 

presence of large hardwood stumps and OSI map features. Most of this OWS was 

established with Norway Spruce in 1967. It is unknown at what time the mature 

hardwoods where felled.  

 
Archaeology/Historical/Cultural:  
A significant feature of the forest is the lime tree avenue. Although not a listed 

monument it is a listed heritage feature in the Local Development Plan. Significant 

public recreation along the lime tree avenue and public roads occurs and regular 

communication with local community group takes place. 
 

 SOIL TYPES. 
Soil types vary from blanket bog, peaty gleys and brown earths with high humus content 

on OWS. 
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 SUMMARY OF THE LANDSCAPE VALUE OF THE FOREST. 
Landscape Classification. Mosstown is located on the edge of Keenagh village and the 

eastern boundary is visible from the R379. Minor single track public roads run adjacent to 

the forest boundaries. There are also numerous private dwellings along these roads. 

 

The landscape character is classified as low due to the flat topography. Afforestation 

classification is high along the cannel due to the NHA designation. 

 

The Felling Plan has reduced coupe size and created coupe separation to mitigate felling 

impact. Numerous mature broadleaf’s are present within the mature conifer crops which 

will be retained to further mitigate felling impact. 

 

There is little scope to retain specimen trees/ mature broadleaf’s for structure diversity.  

 

Surrounding landscape is poor pasture, unenclosed hill and isolated forestry blocks. 

 MANAGEMENT OBJECTIVES. 
 

1) To maximise economic output from the forest at local and national level. 

2) To manage FMU in accordance with the principals of the Forest Stewardship 

Council® (FSC®) and international benchmarks of the Programme for the 

Endorsement of Forest Certification Schemes (PEFC). 

3) To manage timber production in a sustainable way.  

4) To maintain and enhance the landscape value of the forest. 

5) To protect existing biodiversity and where opportunities arise enhance and further 

promote new biodiversity. 

6) To manage forest activities with due regard to local, regional and national 

stakeholder interests. 

7) To promote continuous professional development at management level. 
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