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 GENERAL INTRODUCTION, OWNERSHIP AND LANDUSE HISTORY. 
New Kilkenny South Management Unit (MU) comprises 3 properties totalling 80.63ha. This 

MU is based on geographical location as all blocks are situated in South County Kilkenny. 

Prior to forest establishment, the primary land use was unimproved grassland and rough 

grazing. The properties are adjoined by commercial forest plantations and agricultural 

holdings comprised of improved grassland, rough grazing, and bogland. 
 

New properties to be added to the MU: 
 

1. Tinnakeenly – 22.07ha. Established circa 1991. 

2. Kyle West – 15.16ha. Established circa 1996. 

3. Mullennakill – 43.40ha. Established circa 1998. 
 

All forested land is owned by freehold title by the Irish Forestry Unit Trust (IForUT). Legal 

folios are held on file. 

 

Elevation 
• Tinnakeenly – 85 metres to 60 metres. 

• Kyle West – 80 metres to 75 metres. 

• Mullennakill – 240 metres to 125 metres. 

 

Statutory Land Designations 
There are no IForUT properties situated in a NPWS (National Parks & Wildlife Service) 

designated area with protected status. 
 

Water/Fisheries Sensitivities: 
The forest sites within the New Kilkenny South MU are in the following catchment(s) and 

sub-catchment(s): 

 

• Barrow Catchment 

o Barrow_SC_130 sub catchment 

• Nore Catchment 

o King's [Kilkenny]_SC_010 sub catchment 

o Nore_SC_130 sub catchment 
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Margaritifera (Fresh Water Pearl Mussel) 
Kyle West is situated in the Nore Lower FWPM zone and Tinnakeenly is situated in the 

Barrow FWPM zone. IForUT will adhere to the Forest and Water Quality Guidelines - all 

ground operations are to take all precautions and mitigation to avoid ground damage, 

siltation, or any pollution entering watercourses. 

 
Old Woodland Sites (OWS): 
There are no OWS/potential OWS situated in the New Kilkenny South MU. 

 
Archaeology/Historical/Cultural:  
There is one feature of archaeological, historical, and cultural significance situated in 

Mullennakill within the New Kilkenny South MU which is marked on all operational maps and 

will be protected. These features are recorded on the ‘Sites and Monuments Record’ 

(https://maps.archaeology.ie/HistoricEnvironment/). 

The Forest Service gives advice on protection and outlines mitigation measures when 

IForUT applies for a license to carry out any harvesting operation in the vicinity of any 

monument. Also, as standard procedure, any old farmhouse/cottage or other buildings and 

stone walls/significant ditches are considered as more recent cultural heritage and are 

protected during harvesting and roading operations. 
 

 SOIL TYPES. 
There are three soil types across the New Kilkenny South MU Forest sites. 

 

• Brown earth is the primary soil type within the MU with typical alluvial gley and 

typical luvisol also distributed across the forest sites. 

 

 SUMMARY OF THE LANDSCAPE VALUE OF THE FOREST. 
Low Felling Impact with High Afforestation Sensitivity All forest blocks are classed as 

low to moderate felling impact on the IForUT system due partly to the extensive forested 

landscape and small size of the IForUT holdings. Whenever felling licences are submitted 

the Forest Service will correspond with relevant local and statutory bodies to investigate any 

potential landscape sensitivities. The Forest Service Moderate Landscape Sensitivity class, 

as defined for afforestation planning covers the three upland properties which will require 

some sensitivity given to the restocking planning in this MU. 
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To address the potential landscape impact issues caused by future clearfelling, the felling 

plan has applied a significant coupe restructuring plan to reduce clearfell size and introduce 

coupe separation. Long-term restructuring plan outlines future restructuring species which is 

limited to Sitka spruce and Norway spruce based on soil types and management objectives. 

Biodiversity enhancement in is focused on the creation of additional open ground and 

expansion of broadleaf planting. Species choice being specifically matched to soil type and 

exposure. 

 

 MANAGEMENT OBJECTIVES. 
1) To maximise economic output from the forest at local and national level. 

2) To manage FMU in accordance with the principals of the Forest Stewardship 

Council® (FSC®) and international benchmarks of the Programme for the 

Endorsement of Forest Certification Schemes (PEFC). 
3) To manage timber production in a sustainable way.  

4) To maintain and enhance the landscape value of the forest. 

5) To protect existing biodiversity and where opportunities arise enhance and further 

promote new biodiversity. 

6) To manage forest activities with due regard to local, regional, and national 

stakeholder interests. 

7) To promote continuous professional development at management level. 
(IForUT’s FSC licence code : FSC-C003194) 
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